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1 Metro Vancouver  Board in Brief: November 28, 
2025 

CS 149933 

Proposed Motion: THAT this correspondence be received for information. 

 

2 
Ian Paton, MLA 
Legislative Assembly of 
British Columbia 

Greenhouse Light Complaints 
CS | 

CA&E | 
DEV 

149976 

Proposed Motion: THAT this correspondence be received for information. 

 

3 
Ministry of Housing and 
Municipal Affairs 

Protection of Mature Tree Canopy 
in City of Delta 

CS 149977 

Proposed Motion: THAT this correspondence be received for information. 
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To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Paton.MLA, Ian < lan.Paton.MLA@leg.bc.ca> 
December 30, 2025 11 :52 AM 
Mayor & Council; Mayor George Harvie 
Tanya Bader 
Greenhouse Light complaints 
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Warning: This email came from outside the City of Delta. If the sender is not known, please do not open 
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Dear Mayor and Members of Council, 

I am writing to bring forward ongoing concerns regarding light pollution originating from greenhouse operations in 
Ladner. In recent months, I have received a significant increase in complaints from residents who report that light 
abatement screens do not appear to be in use as consistently as in the past, resulting in noticeably brighter 
nighttime light conditions than normal. 

These concerns are not new to Delta. As you are aware, the municipality actively explored the issue of light 
pollution related to greenhouse operations approximately 20 years ago. In 2005, Delta Bylaw No. 6345 was 
proposed as an amendment to the Delta Business Licence Bylaw No. 4019, 1986, with the intent of regulating 
lighting impacts, particularly those associated with greenhouses. While this bylaw was the subject of formal 
submissions and extensive discussion at the time, it was ultimately not finalized or adopted. 

More recently, the 2023 Delta Agricultural Plan includes three actions or policy directions that reference light 
pollution, implicitly acknowledging the ongoing impacts of greenhouse lighting on surrounding communities. 
Despite this recognition, there remain no enforceable, greenhouse-specific light pollution regulations in Delta, nor 
elsewhere in Metro Vancouver. This stands in contrast to jurisdictions in Ontario-such as Leamington-where 
curtain-closure bylaws and other lighting controls are standard practice in greenhouse-growing communities. 
Metro Vancouver has confirmed that they do not deal with light pollution, only smell pollution. 

Given the increase in resident complaints and the apparent inconsistency in the use of light abatement measures, 
I respectfully encourage Council to revisit this issue. Clarifying expectations, strengthening compliance, or 
exploring modern regulatory approaches could help balance the needs of agricultural operations with the well­
being and livability of nearby neighbourhoods. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate Delta's ongoing work on this issue. 

Thank you, 

A 
U:.:C.ISLATI\ E ASSL \.1BL't 

Ian Paton, MLA 
Delta South 
Shadow Minister for Agriculture and 
Food 
4805 Delta Street. Delta, BC. V4K 2T7 
Phone:604-940-7930 
Email: lan.Paton.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
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MLA Paton is referring to recent correspondence from the public regarding greenhouse lights that are visible at night. 20 years ago, Delta Council considered a draft bylaw to regulate greenhouse lighting. The bylaw was sent to the Minister of Agriculture but was not approved at the time. Under the Local Government Act, the City has limited authority to manage farm uses. Delta is one of four “regulated” municipalities in the Province under Section 553 of the Local Government Act, meaning that the City may propose bylaws relating to farm use to the Ministry of Agriculture, but cannot implement such bylaws unless they are approved by the Province. Staff are responding to complaints and advising residents that the City cannot impose restrictions on greenhouse lighting and to reach out to the Province or the Greenhouse Growers Association. If Council would like staff to explore options or engage with the Province, staff would seek formal direction by resolution.
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This letter is in response to the City of Delta's letter to Minister Boyle, dated November 24, 2025, regarding the protection of mature tree canopy in the Sunshine Hills neighbourhood in North Delta. The letter acknowledges the City's concerns and recommends alternative solutions to amending the Community Charter, such as enhancing local tree bylaws, considering Development Permit Areas for environmental protection, engaging the community through education and stewardship programs, and building on existing urban forest strategies. Council has directed staff to consult with the Sunshine Hills community to develop a Neighbourhood Tree Protection Pilot Program. An engagement survey will be mailed out to the neighbourhood shortly and results provided back to Council.
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