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What is 
pickleball?

• Fastest growing sport in North 
America

• Almost 20 million players in the 
United States in 2024

• More than 1.5 million Canadians 
playing as of January, 2025

• Almost 18,500 courts added in the 
US in 2024

• Racquet sports (including 
pickleball) increase longevity by 
7-10 years.*



Why the 
attraction? 

• Low barriers to entry
• Inexpensive – paddles as cheap as $50
• Low impact – allows for less healthy people to start playing
• Simple rules
• Easy to learn – many players can be playing games within 30 

minutes
• Family friendly
• Attractive to all ages
• Physical fitness benefits

• Cardiovascular and strength workout
• Increased balance and coordination
• Burns calories

You can see progress so much quicker than in tennis. The “fun 
factor” just is immediately there….you can’t take the competitive out 
of us”

Steffi Graf (former world #1 tennis player 
107 WTA titles including 22 majors)



Why the 
attraction?  
(continued) 

• Mental and Cognitive benefits
• Stress reduction 
• Improved focus and reflexes
• Mood boost

• Social benefits
• Short games create opportunities to socialize
• Players of all ages and backgrounds can come together to play
• Pickleball players socialize at and away from the courts

• Economic benefits
• Pickleball players support retailers (sports equipment, shoes, 

clothing)
• Pickleball players support restaurants and bars

Pickleball isn’t just good for your body—it’s medicine for your mind 
and soul.

Annie Rough, DPA member



Delta 
Pickleball 
Association

• Established in 2017 with 8 members

• More than 900 members in 2025

• Non-profit organization

• Volunteer association run by a small executive group.

• Our work provides a base and framework for a network of pickleball 
players in Delta that exceeds 3,000 players (not including their 
families)

What I get the most out of pickleball is the socializing, the friendliness 
and the exercise. Now I have a core group of friends that are my go-to 
friends to socialize with. Pickleball has become the mainstay on my 
social calendar.

Don Rossander - 86 year old DPA member



What does 
DPA do for 
Deltans?

• Provide organized play to allow Delta residents to play pickleball
• Provides an “entry point” for Deltans to learn and play the game
• Provides lessons and mentoring sessions for all levels
• Community engagement

• Donations to charity
• Lessons for elementary kids
• Connection with high schools – South Delta Secondary

• Reduce complaints to Delta regarding pickleball by educating and 
informing players about etiquette

• Maintain courts – work with parks to keep facilities pristine
• Act as a watchdog to ensure facilities are protected and cared for

The DPA has shown a commitment to help grow the game in the Chalmers 
community with their volunteer time and their used paddle donations to the 
school. We hope to continue this partnership for years to come!

Greg Ng, Chalmers Elementary School teacher/librarian



Why is 
Pickleball and 
DPA important 
to Delta?

Fitness Benefits – physical fitness and health for 
all citizens especially those above 40 years old

Mental Health Benefits – socializing, networks 
and relationships

Economic Benefits
Retailers of equipment, shoes 
and clothing retailers, bars and 
restaurants. Reduce pressure on 
Delta Hospital

Return on Investment
Pickleball facilities are the best 
used facilities in Delta therefore 
recognizing all of the benefits 
above for more citizens.

Lowest entry cost of any 
sport

Smaller land requirement than all 
field sports and most other sports



Pickleball 
thoughts 

• I often hear players on other courts laughing and hooting it up. 
That tells me the enjoyment is there. And many times, we’ll 
have a good extended rally and everyone just goes, ‘wow’. Pure 
joy.”

Erik Zukowsky, DPA Founding member
• The thing I love most about the game was…it was a game not 

only for all ages, but men and women can play together or 
against each other quite equally. And it has created a social life 
for many, many people, including me.

Michael Harbott, DPA member 90 years young
• There are many older people whose lives are focused around 

sitting on the couch and watching TV in isolation.  I have seen 
many of these people find purpose, friends, and health through 
pickleball.

Don Tuck, DPA member



Case Studies – Ladner Tennis Club

Dedicated use of Hawthorne courts 
during allocated times

Dedicated club house for which 
they pay

$3,220 per year club house rental

$1,600 maintenance contribution

Agreement until 2029



Case Studies – Sunshine Hills Tennis Club

Dedicated use of Sunshine Hills Park 
courts during allocated times

$5,400 lease costs/year

Dedicated clubhouse at Carncross 
Crescent

Agreement started in 2024



Case Studies – Tsawwassen Lawn Bowling

Dedicated use of Lawn Bowling Green Dedicated clubhouse at Winskill 10 year agreement started in 2023

$5,400 lease costs/year



Your fee 
proposal

$5 per court per hour of play

2025 usage – 21,667 hours/year

Fee proposal for DPA – approximately 
$110,000 /year

DPA current operating budget per year is 
$18,350

Delta’s fee request is an increase of +600% 
over our total existing budget



Membership 
cost scenarios

Members Inc./member

Fees/member
Not including PB-
BC and PB Canada 
fees % inc/member

Current 898 + $122.50 $157.50 + 350%

Scenario 1 800 + $137.50 $172.50 + 393%

Scenario 2 700 + $157.14 $192.14 + 449%

Scenario 3 500 + $220.00 $255.00 + 629 %

* Additional costs for Pickleball BC and Canada - $17.50/year



Summary
• Pickleball

• Is growing significantly in North America as well as Delta
• Contributes to the physical and mental well being of Deltans
• Is the most efficient and effective use of Parks and Recreation capital and 

operating to reach the most citizens – smallest footprint with highest use

• DPA
• Is a non-profit society
• Contributes to the community through charitable work and volunteer work with 

schools and other groups
• Helps the city by ensuring that facilities are looked after and taken care of
• Works to educate and inform the public on etiquette – manages conflict
• Facilitates health and well being amongst a large population of Deltans



End
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